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it reduces complexity to its primitive origin or elements
though it refrains from an encroachment upon the field of
biology. On the other side, in harmony with the essentially
purposive structure of the psyche, it tries to understand
the psyche's creative functioning. The reductive or strictly
analytical part has the task of establishing the principles
of the structure of the human mind, and also of selecting a
suitable terminology. The synthetic or constructive part
tries to reconstruct conceptually the functioning of mental
complexities.
The difference between this and any former psychology
lies in the fact that analytical psychology does not avoid
dealing with admittedly complex mental phenomena, such
as the four main functions of orientation: thinking, feeling,
intuition, and sensation. We admit that we do not know
what these functions really are. We should'like very much
to know into what primitive elements feeling, for instance,
could be resolved. But despite our ignorance of ultimate
principles, we deal with these functions as if they were clearly
definable organs of the mind. Another difference is the
method of investigation. We have no acadetnic laboratory.
Our laboratory, is the world, Our tests are real .events of
daily human life and the persons we test are our patients,
relatives, friends, and—last but not-least—ourselves. There
are no needlepricks, artificial shocks, surprise-lights, or any -
of the manifold paraphernalia of laboratory experiment:
but there are the pains and joys, the terrors and achievements
of real life that provide us with our material.
Our method is the understanding of life as represented
in the psyche of men. What we learn through understanding
will not—it is my sincere hope—petrify into the form of an
intellectual theory, but will become a tool which, through
practical application, will improve its qualities so that it
can serve its purpose as ideally as possible. The adjustment
of human conduct is its purpose. Thus analytical psychology
is eminently practical. It does not investigate for the sake

